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Aim of study
To quantify the effect of soft tissue
attenuation in the dorsal view of the
equine pelvis.
Introduction

Material and methods

Soft tissue covering an
area of interest is
reported as being
causing degrad-ation of
image quality in the
scintigram. This occurs
because a significant
amount of the gammarays emitted from the
bone is atten-uated by
overlying muscle. In the
dorsal view of the
equine pelvis there is a
thick layer of muscle
covering the bone.

One horse without
evidence of pelvic disease
was injected with
5.000 MBq 99mTc-HDP.
Two hours post injection
the horse was euthanised
and a specimen was
prepared by cutting the
spine at the level of L4
and separating both
hindlimbs from the body
at the hip joints. Muscle
was removed from the
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The increase in maximum pixel count on the side where no
soft tissue covers the bone compared to the opposite side with
all muscle intact given in percent:
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Maximum pixel count is up to 6 times higher on the side of the pelvis with no
soft tissue covering the bone.

tissue attenuation has a dramatic effect on the visual appearance of the
Conclusion: Soft
acquired scintigram, and may give a false impression when evaluating it.

